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BOROUGH  OP  DUHHDJVEQ  otherv'd-se  L/iUl'IGESTON 


Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  - 1955 


The  Worshipful  the  Mayor  of  Lau2ficeston  - C«H,  Robiiis 


Councillor  W.F.  Hender  (Chairaian) 
Alderman  W,E.  Miller 
Councillor  the  Rev.P.P.V/.Gendall 
Councillor  Mrs  P.  Hicks 


Councillor  C.H«  Robins  (Vice-Chairman) 
Alderman  H.Spenci?r  Toy 
Councillor  Mrs  K.A,  Heast 
Councillor  W,G.  Mooney 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority; 

Medical  Officer  of  Health; 

W.  PATERSON,  M.B.,Ch.B,,Ii.P,H. 

also  holds  appointments  of; 

Medical  Officer  of  Health;  Launceston  Rural  District  Council 

Bude/Stratton  Urban  District  Council 
Stratton  Rural  District  Council 
Caraelford  Rural  District  Coiuicil 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  Area  No.  6 CormYall  County  Counci-1 
School  Medical  Officer,  CornvYall  County  Council 

Sanitary  Inspector; 


D.H.  Till,  M.S.I.A* 


Smti/iEI  OF  VITiiL  ST/iTISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  2,182 

Popul at ion  4^670 

No.  of  sepaxate  dwellings  occupied  1,492 

Rateable  Value,  1955  £44,915 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  £183 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Total  Male  Female  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

Legitimate  59  25  34  12.63 

Illegitimate  - - - 

STimiRTHS 


2 2- 
BE/iTHS  (all  causes) 

85  30  55 


.42 


18.20 


PueD:YG^41  and  post  abortive  NIL 
Sepsis  NIL 
Other  Puerperal  causes  NIL 


INFMT  MORTiiLITY 


(Deaths  under  1 year,  per  1,000  live  births)  1 16.95 


Male 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  3 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  I'ThoopLig  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 


Female  Total 

7 10 
NIL 
NIL 
NIL 


Health  iirea  Office, 
LAmCHSTON. 


Deceraher  1956 

To:  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Coimcillors  of  the 
Borou/di  of  Dunheved,  othervd.se  Launceston 


hfr  Mayor,  Aildermen,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen; 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  /mnual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  the  health  and  sanitaj:y  circumstances  of  the  Borough 
for  the  year  1955» 

The  health  of  the  people  of  the  Borough,  as  far  as  can  be  judged 
by  vital  statistics,  remained  satisfactory.  The  death  rate  v/as  slightly 
lov/er  than  for  the  iDrevious  year.  Heart  disease  in  all  forms,  vascular* 
lesions  of  the  central  nervous  system  and  cancer,  in  that  order,  accounted 
for  the  majority  of  deaths.  The  adverse  balance  of  deaths  over  births 
continued,  a state  of  affairs  viiich  must  cause  some  concern  for  the  future. 
One  infant  died  in  the  first  year  of  life.  During  the  year,  the  incidence 
of  infectious  disease  v/as  low, 

I vm.sh  to  02q3ress  my  thanlcs  to  Mr  D,H,  Till,  then  the  Council’s 
Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  valuable  assistance  in  all  aspects  of  our  vrark 
together,  and  to  his  successor,  Mr  G,E,  Gifford,  for  his  help  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  this  report.  The  General  Medical  Practitioners  have  continued  to 
give  every  co-operation,  and  I must  express  my  gratitude  to  them. 

Finally,  I •vYish  to  record  ray  appreciation  of  the  help  and 
encouragement  I have  received  from  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  in  parti- 
cular, from  the  Chairman  aid  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


YaLLUM  PATERSON 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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NA^EIJlUL  im  SOCIAL  COI-IDITICNa 


iiSEA  (in  acres)  2,182,  This  ancient  Borough  is  the  natural  centre  of  the 
agricultural  coramunity  in  North  Cornwall  and  adjoining  parts  of  Devon, 

It  has  important  markets  and  some  light  industry, 

POPULATION  - The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the  population  for  the  mid- 
year 1955  to  be  AjSyO,  an  increase  of  10  in  the  population  for  the  previous 
year.  The  "natural  increase"  in  the  population  is  the  excess  of  births 
over  deaths.  In  1955  there  were  26  fewer  births  than  deaths, 

DEATHS  - The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  Borough  for  the  year  vra.s 
85  compared  with  96  in  1954- • The  emde  death  rate,  based  on  the  mid-year 
population  was  18,20  compared  mth  20, 60  in  the  previous  year.  The  follow- 
ing table  has  been  comgoiled  for  comioarison  -VTith  previous  years; - 


Years 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Recorded  Rate 

1951 

70 

33 

37 

15.50 

1952 

67 

34 

33 

14.76 

1953 

95 

40 

55 

20,54 

1954 

96 

51 

45 

20,60 

1955 

85 

30 

55 

18*20 

In  order  to  compare  the  mortality  in  the  District  v/ith  the  mortality  for 
England  and  'Wales  it  is  necessary  to  malce  a correction  to  allow  for  the 
difference  in  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  tvra  populations.  This  is  done 
by  applying  to  the  crude  death  rate  of  the  District  an  "area  comparability 
f sector"  vy-hich  has  been  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  as  ,70  for  this 
Borough, 

The  Standardised  Death  Rato,  therefore,  is  12,74  vdiich  may  be  compared 
Y/ith  that  of  11,7  for  England  and  Wales, 

BIRTHS  - The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  this  Borough  Yvas  59  comparea  ft 
Y/ith  62  in  I954*  The  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  vfas  12,63*  Wn.e:i 
the  Registrar  General's  Area  Comparability  Factor  for  biths  (l,07)  is  appli-'/ 
to  this  figure,  the  Standardised  Birth  Rate  of  13*51  for  this  Borough 
compares  \/ith  15  for  England  and  Wales, 

STILLBIRTHS  - The  nuiuber  of  stillbirths  dui'ing  1955  "was  2, 

ILLEGITBRITE  BIRTHS  - There  v/as  no  illegitimate  birth  assigned  to  the 
Borough  during  the  year,  corjparud  v/ith  1 in  1954* 

IvIAT’SRIIiL  I'.iORTiJjITY  - No  case  of  death  during  pregnancy  has  been  recorded^, 

INFiiNT  MORT/LITY  - The  n'uraber  of  infants  who  died  before  reaching  their 
first  birthday  was  ONE,  the  cause  of  death  beiig  broncho -pneumonia  associated 
v/ith  hydrocephalus. 
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NOTE  - Vital  Statistics.  It  is  important  that  too  much  weight  should  not 
he  attached  to  small  variations  in  those  rates  from  one  jqbt  to  the  other, 
particularly  where  relatively  small  populations  are  involved  - attention 
sho''ald  rather  be  paid  to  the  trend  of  these  rates  over  a period  of  years. 
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MORTiilTY  T/iELE 


Classified  in  accordance  v/ith  36  headings  based  on  the 
Abbreviatod  List  of  the  International  Statistical 
Classifications  of  Diseases,  Injiiries  and  Causes  of 
Death,  1948  • 


Cause  of  Death 


Male  Penial  e Total 


!♦  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  - 

2*  Tuberculosis,  other  - 

3*  Syphilitic  disease  - 

4.  Diphtheria  - 

5.  Y/hooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

7.  Acute  Polioinyelitisi 

3.  Measles  - 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  - 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  1 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  1 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  - 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  - 

14*  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasn^s  1 


15.  Leuleaemia,  aleulcaemia 

16.  Diabetes  - 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  8 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  4 

19.  Hypertension  v/ith  heart  disease  - 

20.  Other  heart  disease  3 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  1 

22.  Influenza  - 

23  • Pneumonia  1 

24.  Bronchitis  2 

25 » Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  -*• 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  - 

23.  Ncpliritis  and  nephrosis  2 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  ]prostate  3 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  - 

31.  Congenital  malformations  - 


32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  2 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34 • -^211  other  accidents 

35*  Suicide  - 

36,  Homicide  and  operations  of  v^ar  - 


1 


1 

2 


5 

1 

9 

4 

4 

9 

2 

2 


13 

1 

1 


1 


1 

1 

3 


6 

1 

17 

8 

4 

12 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 

3 


15 

1 

1 


( 


30 


55 


85 
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GEMEPJiL  PROVISION  OF  PIEiiLTIi  SERVICES, 
General  Medical  Services 


G-encral  medical  services  under  Part  IV  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  arc  provided  by  medical  jjractitioners  resident  in  the  district  and  in 
adjoining  districts,  all  of  v/hom  undcrtalce  maternity  medical  services. 

County  Council  Services 

I Health  Department,  The  County  Coancil  is  the  local  health  authority 

for  the  purposes  of  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  194^ 

and  provides  the  following  services  in  the  district: - 

(a)  Midv/ifery  and  Homo  Nursing,  Nurse-midv/ives  are  provided  to  attend 
general  nursing  and  midv/ifery  cases  in  the  home, 

(b)  Health  Visiting,  The  nurse  midwives  act  also  as  health  visitors 
and,  T/ith  si^ecial  training  in  the  care  of  the  mother  and  young  child, 
are  available  to  give  advice  on  health  matters  in  the  home  or  at  the 
clinic.  They  act  also  as  school  nurses. 

(c)  Infant  ¥elfaro  Centre,  A fortnightly  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held 
at  tlie  Health  Clinic,  Launceston, 

(d)  Dental  Clinic,  Priority  dental  treatment  for  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  pre-school  children  is  available  at  the  Dental  Clinic  at 
the  liealth  Clinic,  Launceston, 

(e)  Vaccination  and  Lmu-inisation.  Pacilitics  for  vaccination  aga±n.st 
smallpox  and  immunisation  aga.inst  dix^htheria  and  whooping  cough  arc 
provided  at  the  Infant  V/clfarc  Clinic  or  by  the  supply  of  materials 
to  the  family  doctor, 

(f)  Home  Help  Service.  Home  helps  are  employed  to  provide  domestic  help 
for  households  in  certain  circumstances,  a charge  being  made  for 
tliib  t^ervice  according  to  the  means  of  the  person  concerned, 

(g)  Aiubulance  Service.  A service  of  ambulances  for  the  conveyance  of 
sick,  accident  and  emergency  cases  is  provided.  For  sitting  ca.ser. 
utilecon  sitting  case  vehicles  are  used,  U'hen  appropriate,  some 
such  cases  arc  carried  by  the  IlosioitaJ.  Car  Service,  a voluntary 
organisation.  Day-to-day  adiainistration  of  the  service  is  carried 
out  from  the  Health  iiTca  Office,  Launceston. 

(h)  Prevention  jf  Illness,  Cane  and  iiftcr-Care,  A full-time  tuberculosis 
health  visitox’  is  provided  for  the  care  and  after-care  of  tubercvilouv 
persons.  District  nurses  are  available  to  assist  in  the  tx’eatment 
of  such  persons  when  required  by  the  Chest  Pliysician  or  family  doctor 
Certain  special  investigations  arc  carried  out  in  other  types  of 
illness  by  district  health  visitors,  while  healtli  education  is 
carried  out  b^r  the  County's  medical  and  nursing  staff. 


- 5 - 


(g)  Mental  Health.  The  County  Council  has  certain  responsibilities  in 
connection  v/ith  the  ascertainment  of  mental  ill-health  and  mental 
deficiency,  v/ith  tiio  provision  of  statutory  supervision,  etc#  for 
mental  defectives  living  in  the  community,  and  v/ith  the  provision 
of  after-care  follov/ing  treatment  for  mental  illness*  The  Duly 
Authorised  Officer  for  the  district  works  from  the  Health  Area 
Office,  Launceston, 

II  Education  Department,  As  local  education  authority,  the  County  Council 

is  responsible  for  the  School  Health  Service,  which  provides  the  fol- 
lov/ing ;- 


Periodic  Medical  Inspection  of  pupils. 

Cleanliness  Surveys  of  pupils. 

Dental  Inspection  and  treatment  of  laupils. 

Ascertainment  of  handicapped  pupils  in  need  of  special 

education, 

Treatncnt  Clinics,  Plealth  Clinic  Launceston:  — 

Dental  Clinic  by  appointment,  except  Wednesday  or  Thiarsdc'-y 
Speech  Therapy  each  Friday  afternoon, 

CMld  Guidance,  by  arrangement  at  Plymouth  Child  Guidance 

Clinic • 

III  'Welfare  Department,  This  service  is  concerned  v/ith  the  welfare  of  the 

aged,  and  v/ith  that  of  various  categories  of  handicapped  persons.  It 
is  concerned  also  v/ith  the  provision  of  temporary  accommodation  in 
certain  circumstances  for  persons  in  urgent  need  thereof.  The  Welfare 
Officer  for  the  district  v/orks  from  the  Health  Area  Office,  Launceston s 

Hospital  Serviebjs*  _ The  South  ^stern  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  the 

hospital  autnority  for  the  area, 

Launceston  Hospital  provides  in-patient  and  out-patient  facilities  in 
the  district.  Patients  are  referred  also  to  hospitals  in  Plymouth  and 
elsewhere.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  admitted  to  the  Scott 
Isolation  Hospital,  Ply:iiouth,  and  tuberculosis  patients  to  Didv/orthy  ' 
Tohidy  Sanatoria,  Mental  hispital  accoromodation  is  provided  by  St, 
Lav/rcnce*s  Hospital  and  Laninval  House,  Bodmin  a^d  Moorfields  Hospit;..'. 
Ivybridgo,  Devon, 

/in  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  held  v/eekly  at  the  Health  Clinic,  Launcestoj.' 
and  a Physiotherapy  Giinic  at  Taevistock  Hospital,  The  Chest  Clinic  i ; 
held  at  Launceston  Hospital.  /in  Ophthalmic  Clinic  for  school  and  pi'c- 
scliool  children  is  held  periodically  at  the  Launceston  Health  Clinic, 

A specialist  /ntc-natal  clinic  is  hold  at  the  Launceston  Health  Clinic 
each  week. 

Laboratory  Facilities,  These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laborc''' 

tory,  Plyr.iouth  to  which  specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  arc 
sent. 


W/iTER  SUPPLIES 
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SAfTITiiEY  CIRCIIvIST;J^CES  OP  TI-E  DISTPICT 


The  catchment  area  from  v/hich  the  Borough  obtains  its  yater  supply  is 
situated  at  Bray  Dovm  on  BoePain  Moor  and  is  at  an  average  height  of  900  feet. 

This  area  is  not  subject  to  pollution,  and  very  ample  supplies  are  available. 
Certain  drainage  works  in  the  area  were  carried  out  during  1955  hy  the  County 
Agricultural  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  commoners,  but  no  evidence  of  any  diminu- 
tion in  the  volunic  of  discharge  has  been  observed.  The  v/ater  is  acid  in 
character,  and  tiiis  causes  a deposit  in  the  trunk  main  v/liich  ha.s  to  bo  scraped 
at  intervals  in  order  to  maintain  the  supply  at  the  service  reservoir.  The 
water  is  treated  v/ith  chloramine  and  vd-th  silicate  of  soda  as  it  enters  the 
reservoir. 

During  the  year,  some  anxiety  was  felt  that  the  'vvatcr  supply  would  be  inade- 
quate to  meet  demands j ovidng  to  the  exceptionally  dry  summei.  The  public  were 

encouraged  by  notices  in  the  local  press  to  economise  in  the  use  of  water. 

Supplies  woroy  for  a v/hile  turned  off  at  night,  Thanlcs  to  the  very  close  co- 
operation of  the  public  no  undue  hardship  was  experienced  and  a satisfactory 
supply  was  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

Si:;c  samples  of  water  were  talcen  for  bacteriological  analysis  during  the  year 
and  were  reported  as  satisfactoiy, 

SEUETdCE  /iM)  SEWAGE  DISPOSilL 

St,  Leonards  Sewage  Works.  This  is  an  old  sewage  vrorks  which  is  quite 
incapable  of  dealing  effectively  v/ith  the  present  day  volimie  of  sevnge.  It  con- 
sists of  two  Dortmund  type  tanlcs  in  parallel  idth  bacteria  beds.  Distribution 
of  the  partially  settled  sewage  over  those  beds  is  most  inefficient,  and  pollutici. 
of  the  River  Tamar  results.  The  preparation  of  an  ad.terna.tive  scheme  on  the 
surface  aeration  princijjile  is  now  complete  and  has  been  subimltted  to  the  Ministcre-. 

Scame  Sewage  Y/orks.  This  works  was  constructed  by  Service  engineers  durmi;- 
the  last  v/ar.  It  has  now  been  tal-cen  over  by  the  Goimcil  and  the  works  v/ill  be 
used  to  a greater  extent  as  the  new  council  houses,  now  under  construction  are 
brought  into  occupation.  Reports  of  the  effluent  are  somevdiat  below  standarcL,, 
but  the  possibility  of  the  adverse  effect  of  certain  trade  effluents  is  being 
investigated  with  a wlow  to  remedying  this, 

i'lll  nev;-  drains  were  tested  under  pressure  by  means  of  water  or  smoke, 

POOL 

The  Council  has  a pleasant  and  satisfactory  fresh  v/ater  sv/iraraing  pool  in  the 
Coronation  Park,  iin  automatic  ClxLorination  dosing  unit  is  fitted  in  addition  tc' 
the  filtration  and  dosing  v/ith  alum  and  soda, 

DISII'IbECTION 


Current  and  terroinal  disinfection  by  means  of  gaseous  aiid  liquid  disinfectants 


is  carried  out  in  homes,  v/iiero  certain  infectious  diseases  are  notified 
terminal  disinfestations  were  carried  out. 


T\yo 


mSIlTFESTI^lQN 

Disinfestation  of  xoremisos  is  carried  out  \7hcn  required,  Tvto  premises  were 
treated  for  flea  infesta.tion  during  the  year.  No  case  of  infestation  by  bed 
bugs  wa.s  rei^orted, 

PUBLIC  CIU'lfSING 

Bi-Vv'eckly  collections  arc  made  of  household  refuse,  and  weclcLy  collections 
made  of  salvage  and  of  trade  refuse.  The  side  loading  principle  is  employed 
together  T/ith  the  use  of  a trailer  for  the  collection  of  salvage. 

Thirty  four  tons  of  waste  paper  were  sold  during  the  year, 

RODBNT  GOIBFROL 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  19L9 

Type  of  Property 


Council  Dwcl rings  Agricultural  Business  Total 


Total  of  propertied 


in  Borough 

10 

1385 

34 

556 

2025 

Inspection  on  complaint 

2 

10 

- 

12 

. 24 

Routine  Inspections 

26 

301 

1 

161 

485 

Properties  found  to 
be  infested  by  rats; 

Major 

Minor 

2 

12 

- 

34 

25 

Properties  fomd  to 
be  infested  by  roicc 

1 

4 

- 

3 

0 

Total  number  of 
infested  properties 

2 

16 

- 

17 

35 

Sewers  -.rare  test  baited 

. at 

35  points. 

One  talce  only 

was  recorded 

and 

poisoning  with  Zinc  Phosphide  v/as  carried  out  at  bhis  point. 
No  notices  were  served. 
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Poisons  used;  Warfrtrin  14  lls  8ozs. 

iirsonic  8ozs. 

Zinc  Phosphide  12  ozs. 

Ml  complaints  vrere  investigated  hy  the  Rodent  Operator  and  routine  inspections 
and  test  "baiting  were  carried  out  at  all  lilcely  sites  of  infestation. 


HOUSING 


In  accordance  vd.th  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  17/55  of  23rd  November  1955# 
the  inclusion  of  details  on  housing  matters  is  omitted,  vd.th  the  exception  of 
the  follovd.ng  details  regarding  the  overall  i^osition  as  found  during  the  survey 
carried  out  during  the  year  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  l95Al~ 

Total  nuiiiher  of  pemiancnt  dvrellings  in  the  local  authority's  area  - 1#435 


Part  I»  The  Total  Problem 

(i)  Estinatcd  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
within  the  meaning  of  Section  9 of  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954#  suitable  for  action 
under  Section  11  or  Section  25  of  the  Housing  Act 

1936,  128 

(ii)  Period  of  years  which  the  Council  thinlc  necessary 

for  securing  the  demolition  of  all  the  houses  in  (i)  10  years 


Part  II ♦ Orders  already  made,  etc, 

(iii)  Numbers  of  houses  iii  (i)  in  Clearance  Areas  and 
already  covered  by  o^jerative  clearance  or  com- 
pulsory purchase  orders  or  oyaied  by  the  Local 

Authority  None 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  vdiich  are  already  in  Clearance 
/iTcas  caid  for  vdiich  Clearance  or  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders  have  been  submit tijd  to  the  Minister 

but  have  not  yet  become  oioerative  None 


Part  111.  Action  in  First  Five  Years, 


(v)  Number  of  Houses  v/liich  are  alreac3y  in  Clearance 
/ireas  and  for  vdiich  Clearance  or  Compulsory 
Purciaase  Orders  are  to  be  ma.de  or  v/Mch  are  to 

be  purchased  by  agreement  ^Tithin  the  five  years  None 

(vi)  Neimber  of  houses  which  arc  to  be  included  in 
clearance  areas  still  to  be  declared  and  wliich 
■v/ithin  the  five  years  will  be  cvmed  by  the  Local 
Autiiority  or  vrill  have  been  included  in  a Clearance 
Order  or  a Compulsory  Rirchase  Order  submitted  to 

the  Minister  45 

(vii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v)  and  (vi)  to 
bc_  x-^atched  (if  necessary)  and  retained  witlrin  the 
five  years  under  Section  2 of  the  Housing  Rex^airs 
and  Rents  iiCt  1954  temporary  accoiwnodation  None 
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(viii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v)  and  (vi) 

to  bo  demolished  in  the  five  years  45 

(Ik)  Number  of  houses  (including  those  already  com- 
prised in  operative  demolition  orders)  to  be 
demolished  in  the  five  years  as  a result  of 
action  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  i'ict 
1936.  5 


INSPECTION  im  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 


Milk  - There  ore  two  Registered  Dairies  in  the  Borough,  One  distributes 
Pasteurised  Milk  only,  the  other  is  a producer  rctoller  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
Milk  who  also  distributes  Pasteurised  Milk. 

Two  distributors  of  milk  also  operate  from  outside  the  Borough,  one  being 
a producer  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  the  other  selling  undesignated  milk. 

Two  sara]ples  v/ere  talcen  for  bacteriological  analysis.  Those  Y/ere  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  milks  v/hich  satisfied  the  test, 

\ 

Ice  Cream  - There  are  22  retailers  in  the  Borough,  5 dealing  in  prepacked  ice 
cream.  One  licence  to  sell  pre-packed  ice  cream  was  granted  dioring  the  year, 

Pivc  saa^oles  were  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis. 

Three  v/ere  Grade  I (Satisfactory) 

I\to  T/ere  Grade  II  (Pair) 


Routine 

Inspection  of  Pood 

Pc’emises 

Type  of  Premises 

Number 

Visits 

Defects  Pound 

Defects  Remedied 

Bakehouses 

2 

4 

^ j 

Butchers 

11 

54 

3 

3 

Cafes 

15 

20 

2 

2 

Dairies 

2 

6 

- 

- 

Egg  Packing  Stations 

2 

1 

~ 

Pish  - ¥et 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Pried 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Grocers 

20 

31 

2 

2 

Ice  Cream  (Sale) 

22 

10 

1 

1 

Pork  Butchers 

3 

22 

1 

1 

Poulterers 

2 

4 

- 

- 

Slaughterhouses 

4 

237 

3 

3 

Sweet  Manufacturers 

1 

1 

** 

Section  14  Pood  & Drugs 

Act  1938 

promises  are  registered  under  the  above. 

Unsound  Pood  - 54  visits  were  paid  in  order  to  condemn  canned  and  other  food- 
stiiffs,  which  were  destroyed  at  the  Council's  Refuse  Tip, 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection  - There  has  been  a majaked  increase  in  the 
nuraber  of  animals  killed  during  1955 • This  is  pa.rticularly  noticeable  among 
pigs  and  sheep.  Increases  are  given  belov/. 

Cows  - increased  by  1,200  or  124^ 

Total  Bovines  - increased  by  1,193  or  43^ 

Calvcs-incrcascd  by  293  or  10% 

Sheep  -incroas  ed  by  9,350  or  75% 

Pigs  - increased  by  15,916  or  4^9% 
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A large  proportion  of  sheep  calves  and  pigs  are  slaughtered  for  the  London 
market. 

Cysticorcus  Bo vis  - This  parasite  has  "been  detected  in  39  cases  during  the 
year  giving  an  incidence  of  0,589^  as  against  1,J)%  in  1954 • No  carcases 

v/ere  affected  by  generalisation  and  v/ere  consequently  released  for  human  con- 
sumption after  cold  storage  treo.tment  at  less  than  20  degrees  for  21  days, 

18  Slaughtoracns'  Licences  were  granted  during  the  year. 


Tytoe 

No.  Killed 

No,  of  Entire  Carcases 

Condemned. 

Other  than  T,B, 

T.B. 

Cattle 

1,780 

7 

10 

(Not  cows 

) 

Cows 

2,163 

18 

33 

Calves 

3,171 

15 

3 

Sheep 

21,865 

76 

- 

Pigs 

18,099 

27 

15 

For  further 

details  see  Table  IV 
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IPM^CTIOUS  DISEiiSE 

PEEV/iKENCE  OF  im  CQFJROL  OVER  II^ECTIOUS  iM)  OTHER  DISE/iSES 

Smallpox*  No  case  was  reported  during  the  year.  4I  primary  vaccinations  and 
8 re- vaccinations  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria.  One  patient,  an  adult  male,  was  admitted  to  the  Scott  Isolation 
Hospital,  Plymouth,  vd.th  this  diagnosis.  An  initial  throat  STirah  was  positive 
for  the  presence  of  the  diphtheria  organism,  hut  subsequent  tests  showed  this 
to  he  of  a non-virulent  variety  and  the  diagnosis  v/as  therefore  not  oonfimed. 
As  a precautionary  measure,  an  examination  Viras  carried  out  of  nasal  and  throat 
swahs  from  all  the  contacts  of  this  patient,  and,  in  one  instance,  of  a sv^rah  of 
an  eye  discharge  also.  These  sv/ahs  were  all  found  to  he  negative  for  the 
diphtheria  organism. 

55  children  received  a comiolete  course  of  primary  iimiunisation  against 
diphtheria  during  the  year.  iill  of  these  children  wore  i^imunised  with  the 
conhined  diphtheria-whooping  cough  prophylactic, 

Ehio oping  Cough,  No  cases  v/ere  notified  during  the  year. 

Measles.  Seven  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis.  One  case  of  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis,  in  a child,  was 
notified.  The  source  of  the  infection  v/as  not  discovered. 

Dysentery,  Pour  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  all  within  the  some 
household. 


Tuherculosis 

Mcies  Females 


Pul, 

Non, Pul, 

Pul. 

Non, Pul  0 

Cases  on  Register 

31,12,54 

No,  of  cases  notified 

18 

4 

11 

3 

during  year 

2 

1 

- 

- 

Cases  restored 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Invirard  Transfers 

1 

- 

3 

- 

Cases  Removed 

4 

— 

1 

1 

Total  on  Register 

31.12,55 

17 

5 

13 

2 

No  action  was  found  to  he  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  in  connection  with  persons  suffering  fix^m 
pulmonary  tuhcrciolosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under  Section  I72  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  1936?  "Vi/hich  deals  v/ith  the  compulsory  removal  to  hos]pital  of 
persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


♦ 
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The  Regional  Ho spit oJ.  Board  is  re sponsible  for  treatment  of  Tuberculosis 
patients  and  the  County  Comicil  for  the  prevention  of  spread  of  the  disease 
and  after-care  of  the  patient. 

Out-patients  and  contacts  are  seen  by  the  Chest  Physician  (Dr  Mellor)  at 
the  Chest  Clinic  at  Launceston  Hospital,  The  County  Council  Tuberculosis  Health 
Visitor  attends  the  Clinic,  follov/s  up  the  laaticnts  in  their  homes,  traces  con- 
tents and  sources  of  infection  and  thus  acting  as  a most  valuable  and  essential 
"Liaison  officer"  betv/ecn  the  curative  and  preventive  services,  bridges  a most 
alarming  adi:ainistrative  gap.  /ill  susceptible  contacts  of  laioTrvn  cases  in  the 
Borough  are  offered  B,C,C,  vaccination  and  the  majority  avail  themselves  of  this 
method  of  protection. 

The  County  Council's  scheme  for  B,C,G, Vaccination  of  s'usceptible  school 
leavers  was  continued  during  the  year,  again  -with  an  excellent  response. 
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PKESCRIBED  HJlTICULi’JlS  ON  THE  iDMIiriSTi?/iTION  OP 
THE  PACTOHIES  ACT  1957  I'OR  THE  TE/Jl  1955 


Factories  Acts  1937  and  1948 

Tyjje  Nimbcr  Inspections 


Factories  Vvdthout 

power  12  1 

Factories  with  po^/cr  61+  l6 

Total  7^  17 


Defects  found  and  ronicdicd; 

Insipfficicnt  sanittnry  accoouodation  1 

Unsuitable  sanitary  accoraniodation  1 

Inadequate  ventilation  1 

3 


Classified  List  of  Rer-;istercd  Factories  at  31«12»53 


Nature  of  Business  Power 

Agricultural  Implement  repairs  4 
Boot  Llaking  and  Repair  3 
Bread  and  Confectionery  3 
Boiled  Sugar  Sweets  1 
Brushes  1 
Cabinet  Making 

Carriage  and  Joinery  1 
Concrete  Block  Manufacturing  1 
Dresses  and  Millinery 

Egg  Grading  and  Packing  2 
Electrical  Engineering  and  Repairs  2 
Electrical  Station  1 
Gas  (Coal  and  Vvater)  1 
Hide  Salting  and  Dressing  1 
Joinery  4 
Laundry  2 
Letter  Press  Printing  2 
Monumental  Masons  2 
Motor  Body  Painters  1 
Motor  Body  Builders  1 
Motor  Vehicle  Repairing  I6 
Plxrabing 

Provender  2 
Photographer  1 
Poulti^^  Slaughterhouses 

Radio  Repairs  1 
Rope  Splicing  - 
Saddlery 

Sa'iTmills  1 
Seed  Dressing  1 
Sausage  Making  3 
Slaughterhouse  1 
Tailoring  - 


Notices 


1 

3 


Non-Power 


1 

2 


1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


I 


♦ 


1 


- 16  - 

Nature  of  Business 

Po\Tor  Non-Power 

Upholstery 

Watch  and  Clock  Repairs 
Wool  Grading 

1 

3 

1 

Total 


64 


12 


TABKil  I 


TimilRCULOSI^ 


Age  and  Sex  Distribution  of  Copses  and 
Dcatxhs,  1955 


x'kge  G-roups 

0 - 

1 - 

5 - 

15  - 


20  - 


25  - 
35  “ 
45  - 
55  - 


m CASES  DE/iTPia 

PulKionar:^'-  Other  Pulmonary  Other 
M P M P M P M P 


1 

1 


Age  unlcnoTOi 
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TiJ3IE  II 

VITyJj  STATISTICS 
Sur.miary  for  previous  years 


Year  Estimated  Population 

Births 

No . Crude  Pate 

Deaths 

Under  1 year  nil 

No.  Infant  No. 

mortality 

Hate 

ayes 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

1951 

4516 

36 

7.97 

1 

27.77 

70 

15.50 

1952 

4537 

60 

13.22 

NIL 

NIL 

67 

14.76 

1953 

4623 

57 

12.33 

IttL 

NIL 

95 

20.54 

1954 

4660 

62 

13.30 

NIL 

ILLL 

96 

20.60 

1955 

4670 

59 

12.63 

1 

16.95 

85 

18.20 

T/^LE  III 

Monthly  Incidence  of  Notifiable 
Diseases  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 

Jan»  Feb,  Mar»  Apr,  May«  June  Jul,  Scp»  Oct,  Nov.  Doc.t  JTot 

Measles  i 

Pneumonia  - 2 

Poliomyelitis  N.P*  - --  --  --  --  I-.  - ■’ 

Dysentery  --.2^^-.--.--.---  - 4 


151 


1 


2 


3 1 


14 
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TiJ3LE  IV 


L/ilTECESTON  SL/iUGIITERi-IOUSEa 


Bovine  s 

Calves  j 
1 

Sheep  & Lambs  j 
i 

Pigs 

Horses 

Nimber  killed  and  inspected 

yjLl  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

3943 

3171  I 

21,865 

( 

t 

I8O99 

- 

Whole  CEircases  condemned 

25 

15 

76  i 

27 

Part  carcases  or  orgatis  condemned 

1133 

1 

348  1 

41 

- 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  or  cysticercosis 

Tuberculosis  only 

29.37 

0.5 

1.93 

0.38 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

43 

i 

15 

Part  carcases  or  organs  condemned 

604 

- 

507 

- 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  vidth  tuberculosis 

Cysticerc-Qsis 

16  *46 

0,09 

1 

i 

t 

1 

1 

2.88 

! 

1 

Part  carcases  or  organs  condemned 

39 

1 

1 

? •• 

\ 

mt 

f 

- 

Carcases  treated  by  refrigeration 

39 

j — 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  or  totally  condemned 

! 

1 ^ 

1 

i 

1 
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TiiEEiS  V 

NUISilNCES  DEFSCTS  RHvIEDIED 
DURH'TG-  Tl-nc  YE/Jl 

Statutory  Notices  Served  6 

Local  Government  (tCLscellaneous  Provisions)  Act  1953 

Sect.  10  4 

Public  Health  Act  193<^  Sec,  92  1 

Hater  /ict  1945  Sec,  64  1 

Infomal  Notices  Served  I6 

Defective  Drainage  1 

Defective  Roofs  2 

General  Defects  6 

Insanitary  Conditions  1 

Obstructed  Drainage  5 

Overflowing  Cesspools  1 

Total  Number  of  Complaints  received  65 

Total  Number  of  Visits  paid  2113 


